
Keeping Faith 

 

It was a day so full of joy.  Though sad was I to leave my nest,                                                                                    

You brought me home to live with you, held me safe from all the rest.                                                                                                   

You gave me food and a comfy bed.  Games to play and love, I thought.                                                           

So in return I worshipped you.  You were my world, without a fault. 

But as I grew from pup to dog, it seemed you felt quite differently.                                                                  

You didn’t like the things I did. You didn’t want to be with me.                                                                          

You left me alone in dark and cold.  No kind word or gentle hand.                                                                      

So long I cried for you to come, and couldn’t understand. 

I didn’t know quite what to do.  I was lonely, don’t you see?                                                                                

So I did some silly things, and then you took a stick to me.                                                                               

‘That will keep you quiet!’ you said!  But even then you didn’t know,                                                            

That though my body cried in pain, It was my heart that hurt me so! 

What had I done to let you down?  You didn’t show me what to do!                                                                

My love for you, it knew no bounds, I only wished to be with you.                                                                     

Then one day, an exciting thing!  We took a drive out in the car!                                                                       

Just you and me it felt so good!  With sights and smells from home afar. 

We found a place so quiet and green, and so much open ground!                                                                    

You let me run a little while, and then told me to lie down.                                                                                

You got in the car and shut the door. ‘What’s this?  A game to play?                                                                     

You said nothing then, but turned and drove away. 

How long I waited you’ll never know.  Sure you’d come back for me.                                                                     

I didn’t dare to move from there, my trust in you was big, you see.                                                                      

It took a while to understand, that you came to leave me there.                                                                       

You didn’t want my love at all, and for me you had no care. 

I knew then the pain before, was nothing compared to this.                                                                                   

I felt my heart completely break, and in its place just emptiness.                                                                              

My body started trembling.   I knew nothing of this place!                                                                                      

I cried out loud but no one heard.  What dangers now to face? 

An endless time then seemed to pass. Some travellers found me there.                                                        

They took me to another place, but I felt too weak to know or care.                                                                

This place was cold and frightening.  A lady there seemed kind but then,                                                             

She took me by the lead, And locked me in a crowded pen! 

The others there were not well pleased, and pushed me to the wall.                                                                  

Teeth flashed and hackles rose!  And no one there to hear me call!                                                                      

I found a corner and stayed quite still.  It’s surely time to stop this fight!                                                          

As fear gave way to black despair, I hoped an end was soon in sight. 



And so it seemed that this would be, as my spirit soared away.                                                                                       

I felt a warmth within my heart and wanted there to stay!                                                                                                                               

I opened my eyes to find him there, a gentle giant of ancient years!                                                                     

Lying close to keep me warm, bringing peace and calming fears. 

From this time we stayed that way, and this dog took care of me.                                                                       

He licked my wounds and when I cried.   ‘Keep Faith’, said he.                                                                                    

‘I am a dog so old and weak, and for me there is not long.                                                                                  

But you my friend, a future waits for a dog so fine and strong.’ 

We shared that pen, both he and I, through winter nights so grim.                                                                           

And when everything seemed really bad, I kept my faith in him.                                                                              

Until one day a lady came.  She stood quite still and watched us all.                                                                 

The others there all pushed me back, but was my name that she did call! 

She talked to me so kindly then, with gentle hands she stroked my fur.                                                            

Her loving eyes, they read my soul.  This was my time I knew for sure.                                                             

But then, I remembered with a shock!  The kindness of my loyal friend.                                                              

I couldn’t leave him to his fate.  This bond we shared too strong to end! 

Sadly now, he shook his head.  ‘Have faith’ he said, ‘You must not stay!’                                                        

‘Old I am and ailing too, my time to pass not far away.’                                                                                         

So with breaking heart once more, I left this friend so dear.                                                                                           

And started life so full of hope, with love and no more fear. 

The future that you gave to me, was this and so much more.                                                                                         

You gave me life and new name too!  ‘Faith is the name for sure!’                                                                                              

But this was not the end, oh no! The next day brought surprise!                                                                         

You went and fetched my ancient friend with the gentle eyes! 

‘I couldn’t leave him lonely there’, you later said to me.                                                                                        

‘He needs us now he’s very old.  You should keep faith in me!’                                                                

Summer came to me that day and stayed for ever more.                                                                                       

My place forever at your side, my soul with you for sure. 

If ever you are hurt or sad, look no more away.                                                                                                                   

My heart and love are here for you and ever more shall stay.                                                                           

And if the day should ever come, when danger comes to you.                                                                                               

I shall lay my life upon the line, with a heart so true. 
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